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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Sunday Morning Service 
Theme    : Being Prove to Be a Blessing 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : August 12, 2018 
 
TITLE    : WHAT FAMILIES SHOULD 
Text/s    :   
 
Ps 78:2-8 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to their children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 111 
1 Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the 
congregation. 
2 The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 
3 His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 
4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
5 He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his covenant. 
6 He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of the heathen. 
7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure. 
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his 
name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his 
commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In last week’s message, when we started our Family Month, my message was about What are families for or 
What families are for… 
 
In that message we found out from God’s Word that since the very start of our families, God had been 
working, manifesting Himself, making Himself known to us. 
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And through the message last week, we found out that  
 

- God gave us families to answer for our loneliness 
- God gave us families that we may have hope and blessing through this hope. 
- God through Abraham made possible this hope and blessing! 

 
 
Today we talk about What Families Should. 
     
Ps 78:3-8 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord , and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to their children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
KJV 
 
 
A) What we need to do as families 

 
We need to “show” to the generations to come.  Note that the King James Bible is the only one which 
uses the word “shew” or “show” compared to other translations which use the word “tell.” 
 
OT:5608 <START HEBREW>rp^s* 
<END HEBREW> caphar (saw-far'); a primitive root; properly, to score with a mark as a tally or record, 
i.e. (by implication) to inscribe, and also to enumerate; intensively, to recount, i.e. celebrate: 
KJV - commune, (ac-) count; declare, number,  penknife, reckon, scribe, shew forth, speak, talk, tell 
(out), writer. 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, 
and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
Telling to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, 
And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.  
NKJV 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 We will not hide them from their children, but we will tell to the generation to come the praiseworthy 
deeds of the Lord, and His might, and the wonderful works that He has performed.  
AMP 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders that he has done. 
ESV 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 I will reveal these truths to you so that you can describe these glorious deeds of Jehovah to your 
children and tell them about the mighty miracles he did.  



3 

 

TLB 
 
Ps 78:4 
4 We will not conceal them from their children, 
But tell to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, 
And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done.  
NASB 
 
1) Families should show praises of the Lord (The praise worthy deeds of the Lord) 

 
Ps 107 
1 O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; 
3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from 
the south. 
4 They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in. 
5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 
6 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses. 
7 And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation. 
8 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 
9 For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 
10 Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron; 
11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High: 
12 Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help. 
13 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses. 
14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder. 
15 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 
16 For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder. 
17 Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted. 
18 Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death. 
19 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses. 
20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions. 
21 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 
22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing. 
23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 
24 These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. 
25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 
26 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of 
trouble. 
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. 
28 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. 
29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 
30 Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 
31 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 
32 Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the 
elders. 
33 He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground; 
34 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 
35 He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings. 
36 And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation; 
37 And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits of increase. 
38 He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not their cattle to 
decrease. 
39 Again, they are minished and brought low through oppression, affliction, and sorrow. 
40 He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there 
is no way. 
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41 Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him families like a flock. 
42 The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth. 
43 Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of 
the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:3-8 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:14 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:3-12 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace; 
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 
10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:9-11 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till 
the day of Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise 
of God. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:8 
8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
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KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:7 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
KJV 
 
 
 

2) Families should show the strength of the Lord (The might of the Lord) 
 
Rom 5:6 
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 2:1 
2 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:37-39 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Families should show the wonderful works of the Lord (The wonderful works He performs) 
 
John 4:34 
34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 
KJV 
 
John 9:4-5 
4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 
KJV 
 
John 4:34-35 
34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 
35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:13 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
KJV 
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1 Cor 12:6-7 
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. 
KJV 
 
Titus 3:5-8 
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto 
men. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 

 
B) What results this “showing” brings to the next generation 

 
1) They will set their hope in God 

 
1 Peter 1:3 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:18-21 
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you, 
21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your 
faith and hope might be in God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:23-25 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. 
24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away: 
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 3:15 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
KJV 



7 

 

 
Rom 15:13 
13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
 
Rom 5:1-5 
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us. 
KJV 
 

2) They will not forget of the works of God 
 
Ps 103:2-5 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies; 
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
KJV 
 
Prov 3:1-12 
1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of 
thine heart: 
4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
11 My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: 
12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 
KJV 
 
Prov 4:5-7 
5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 
6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 
KJV 
 
Isa 49:15 
15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
KJV 
 
John 17:4 
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
KJV 
 
John 5:36-39 
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
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37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 
38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:24 
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel 
of the grace of God. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:16 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
KJV 
 
 

3) They will keep His Word.  They will do His commands. 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
1 John 2:5 
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we 
are in him. 
KJV 
 
Matt 7:24-27 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock: 
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 
KJV 
 
Luke 6:47-49 
47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he 
is like: 
48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it 
was founded upon a rock. 
49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon 
the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of 
that house was great. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:9 
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9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the 
God of peace shall be with you. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:1-8 
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have 
received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. 
2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 
3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 
4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 
5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: 
6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the 
avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. 
7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy 
Spirit. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:5-10 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with 
joy of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
James 1:22-25 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
23 For if any b a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: 
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was. 
25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 3:4 
4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command you. 
KJV 

 
 

 

 
 
Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
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KJV 
 
Rom 4:17-21 
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 
18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations; according to that 
which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred 
years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
KJV 
 
Heb 6:10-19 
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the 
end: 
12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 
13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by 
himself, 
14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 
15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 
16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 
17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; 
KJV 
 
Gal 3:14 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. 
KJV 
 
Gal 3:6-9 
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
KJV 
 
Gal 3:16 
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of 
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
KJV 
 
Rom 4:3-9 
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 
6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works, 
7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
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9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that 
faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 
KJV 
 
Ps 40:4 
4 Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to 
lies. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:7 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:2-8 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to their children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 
8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 
KJV 
 
 
Jer 17:7-8 
7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 
8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not 
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither 
shall cease from yielding fruit. 
KJV 
 
Ps 91:14-16 
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath 
known my name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour 
him. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 
KJV 
 
Acts 7:38-39 
38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, 
and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 
39 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again 
into Egypt, 
KJV 
 
Rom 10:8 
8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach; 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:6-8 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the 
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
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7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done 
away: 
8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 
KJV 
 
Rom 5:1-5 
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us. 
KJV  
  
1 Tim 4:6 
6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 
KJV 
 
Ezek 36:26-27 
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:9 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
KJV 
     
Eph 2:12-14 
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 
KJV 
     
Eph 2:17-22 
17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:21 
21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God. 
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KJV 
 
Ps 42:5-6 
5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet 
praise him for the help of his countenance. 
6 O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of 
the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 
KJV 
 
Ps 42:11 
11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
KJV 
 
 

 
 
What kind of hope do we have in Christ? 
 
 
A) Our hope is a Saving Hope 
 
Rom 8:24 
24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet 
hope for? 
(KJV) 
 
Rom 8:24 
24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he 
sees?  
NKJV 
 
Rom 8:24 
24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already 
has?  
NIV 
 
 
4982  sozo - to save, to keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction  
a) one (from injury or peril)  
1) to save a suffering one (from perishing), that is, one suffering from disease, to make well, heal, restore to 
health  
1) to preserve one who is in danger of destruction, to save or rescue  
b) to save in the technical, Biblical sense; negatively:  
1) to deliver from the penalties of the Messianic judgment  
2) to save from the evils which obstruct the reception of the Messianic deliverance 
 
Ps 33:18-22 
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy; 
19 To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 
20 Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy name. 
22 Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in thee. 
(KJV) 
 
Prov 14:32 
32 The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death. 
(KJV) 
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Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
(KJV) 
 
Col 1:23 
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am 
made a minister; 
(KJV) 
 
1Thes 5:8 
8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation. 
(KJV) 
 
 
B) Our hope is a Living Hope 
 
1 Pet 1:3 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
(KJV) 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
NKJV 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
3 Praised (honored, blessed) be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah)! By His boundless 
mercy we have been born again to an ever-living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  
AMP 
 
2198  zao- 
1) to live, to breathe, to be among the living (not lifeless, not dead)  
2) to enjoy real life:  
a) to have true life that is worthy of the name  
b) to be active, blessed, and endless in the kingdom of God  
3) to live, that is, to pass life, in the manner of the living and acting of mortals or character  
4) living water, having vital power in itself and exerting the same upon the soul  
5) metaphorically, to be in full vigor  
a) to be fresh, strong, efficient,  
b) as adjective: active, powerful, efficacious 
 
Rom 12:12 
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
(KJV) 
 
Rom 15:13 
13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 
(KJV) 
 
1Thes 1:3 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
(KJV) 
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Heb 6:18 
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
(KJV) 
 
 
C) Our hope is a Reasonable Hope 
 
1 Pet 3:15 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
(KJV) 
 
1 Peter 3:15 
 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you 
a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  
NKJV 
 
1 Peter 3:15 
15 But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a 
logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and 
respectfully.  [Isa 8:12,13.]  
AMP 
 
3056  logos (log'-os);  from 3004; something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of 
discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension, a computation; specifically (with the 
article in John) the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ):  KJV-- account, cause, communication, X concerning, 
doctrine, fame, X have to do, intent, matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say (-
ing), shew, X speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, treatise, utterance, 
word, work. 
 
Ps 119:46 
46 I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed. 
(KJV) 
 
Jer 26:12-16 
12 Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. 
13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the 
LORD will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you. 
14 As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you. 
15 But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon 
yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto 
you to speak all these words in your ears. 
16 Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to 
die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God. 
(KJV) 
 
Dan 3:16-18 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. 
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 
(KJV) 
 
Matt 10:18-20 
18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the 
Gentiles. 
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19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in 
that same hour what ye shall speak. 
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
(KJV) 
 
Luke 21:14-17 
14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: 
15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 
16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you 
shall they cause to be put to death. 
17 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 
(KJV) 
 
Acts 5:29 
29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 
(KJV) 
 
Col 4:6 
6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man. 
(KJV) 
 
Acts 24:24-25 
24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, 
and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 
25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and 
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 
(KJV) 
 
 
D) Our hope is a Purifying Hope 
 
I Jn 3:2-3 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
(KJV) 
 
1 John 3:2-3 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  
NKJV 
 
1 John 3:2-3 
2 Beloved, we are [even here and] now God's children; it is not yet disclosed (made clear) what we shall be 
[hereafter], but we know that when He comes and is manifested, we shall [as God's children] resemble and 
be like Him, for we shall see Him just as He [really] is.  
3 And everyone who has this hope [resting] on Him cleanses (purifies) himself just as He is pure (chaste, 
undefiled, guiltless).  
AMP 
 
2 Cor 7:1 
1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
(KJV) 
 
Heb 12:14 
14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
(KJV) 
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2 Pet 1:4-9 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
(KJV) 
 
2 Pet 3:16 
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction. 
(KJV) 
 
Phil 2:15 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
(KJV) 
 
 
E) Our hope is a Stabilizing Hope 
 
Heb 6:19 
19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; 
(KJV) 
 
Heb 6:19 
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence 
behind the veil,  
NKJV 
 
Heb 6:19 
19 [Now] we have this [hope] as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul [it cannot slip and it cannot break 
down under whoever steps out upon it — a hope] that reaches farther and enters into [the very certainty of 
the Presence] within the veil,  [Lev 16:2.]  
AMP 
 
Heb 6:19 
19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind 
the curtain,  
ESV 
 
45  agkura- anchor 
1) an anchor  
2) metaphorically, any stay or safeguard  
Ancient anchors resembled modern ones in form: they were made of iron, provided with a stock, and with 
two teeth-like extremities often but by no means without flukes. 
 
804  asphales- sure 
1) firm (that which can be relied on)  
2) certain, true  
3) suited to confirm 
 
949  bebaios- steadfast 
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1) stable, fast, firm  
2) metaphorically, sure, trusty 
 
Ps 42:5 
5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet 
praise him for the help of his countenance. 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 42:11 
11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 43:5 
5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
(KJV) 
 
Isa 12:2 
2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my 
song; he also is become my salvation. 
(KJV) 
 
Isa 28:16 
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
(KJV) 
 
Jer 17:7-8 
7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 
8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Cor 15:58 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
(KJV) 
 
 
F) Our hope is a Glorious and Joyful Hope 
 
Col 1:27 
27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
(KJV) 
 
Col 1:27 
27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
NKJV 
 
Col 1:27 
27  To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
ESV 
 
1391  doxa- 
1) an opinion, a judgment, aview  
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2) an opinion, an estimate, whether good or bad concerning someone in the New Testament always a good 
opinion concerning one, resulting in praise, honor, and glory  
3) splendor, brightness  
a) used of the moon, sun, stars  
b) magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace  
c) majesty  
1) a thing belonging to God; the kingly majesty which belongs to Him as supreme ruler, majesty in the sense 
of the absolute perfection of the deity  
2) a thing belonging to Christ  
a) the kingly majesty of the Messiah  
b) the absolutely perfect inward or personal excellency of Christ; the majesty  
3) used of the angels; as apparent in their exterior brightness  
4) a most glorious condition, most exalted state  
a) used of that condition with God the Father in heaven to which Christ was raised after He had achieved his 
work on earth  
b) the glorious condition of blessedness into which is appointed and promised that true Christians shall enter 
after their Savior's return from heaven 
 
1 Pet 1:3-4 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
(KJV) 
 
Col 1:5 
5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel; 
(KJV) 
 
2 Cor 4:16-18 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
(KJV) 
 
Rom 8:18-23 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us. 
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope, 
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
(KJV) 
 
Rom 5:2 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. 
(KJV) 
 
 
G) Our hope is a Blessed Hope 
 
Titus 2:13 
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13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
(KJV) 
 
Titus 2:13 
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  
NKJV 
 
Titus 2:13 
13  waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  
ESV 
 
3107  makarios (mak-ar'-ee-os); a prolonged form of the poetical makar (meaning the same); supremely 
blest; by extension, fortunate, well off: KJV-- blessed, happy (X -ier). 
 
Rom 5:5 
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us. 
(KJV) 
 
Col 1:5 
5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel; 
(KJV) 
 
Titus 1:2 
2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 146:5 
5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: 
(KJV) 
 
Jer 17:7 
7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 
(KJV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
Personal History. The life of Abraham, from his call to his death, consists of four periods, the 
commencement of each of which is marked by a divine revelation of sufficient importance to constitute a 
distinct epoch. 
The First Period. The call and Abraham's journey to Canaan, to Egypt, and back again to Canaan occurred 
during this period. 
Moves to Haran. When Abraham was about seventy years of age he, with his father, Terah, his nephew Lot, 
and his wife Sarah, went to live in Haran (Gen 11:27-31). The reason for this movement is given in Acts 7:2-
3: "The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 
and said to him, 'Depart from your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.'" 
Departs from Haran. At the death of his father the call to Abraham was renewed. "Now the Lord said to 
Abram, 'Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I 
will show you'" (Gen 12:1). A condition was annexed to the call that he should separate from his father's 
house and leave his native land. He left his brother Nahor's family (who had also come to Haran, cf. Gen 
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22:20,23; 24:29; and 27:43) and departed, taking with him Lot, probably regarded as his heir (Josephus Ant. 
1.7 .1), and all his substance, to go "not knowing where he was going" (Heb 11:8). Gen 12:5 states that 
Abraham "set out for the land of Canaan," but Heb 11:8 states that "he went out, not knowing where he was 
going." At first the name of the country was not revealed to him. It is designated simply as a "land which I 
will show you" (Gen 12:1). But even if the name Canaan had been mentioned at the onset, it might still be 
true that he went forth "not knowing where he was going." For, in those days of slow transit, imperfect 
communication, and meager geographical knowledge, the mere name of a country several hundred miles 
distant would convey almost no idea of the country itself (Haley). 
Arrival in Canaan. He traveled until he came into the land of Canaan, and there he formed his first 
encampment beside the oak of Moreh, between the mountains of Ebal and Gerizim, where his strong faith 
was rewarded by the second promise that his seed should possess this land. Abraham built "an altar there to 
the Lord who had appeared to him" (12:6-7). It is probable that the Canaanites were jealous of Abraham, and 
that he therefore soon removed to the mountainous district between Bethel and Ai, where he also built an 
altar to Jehovah. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


